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Immer	ein Abenteuer
THANKS	FOR	INVITING	ME!



About me -
@mathiaspoulsen
•Play	activist
•The	CounterPlay festival
• CounterPlay ’19
• April	4th-6th
• Playing at	the	Edge

•National	Danish	Play	Think Tank
•…and	anything that helps play thrive



DISCLAIMER:	
Cultural differences	ahead
It	might get awkward.	



…but	we’re all	
human.	We all	play
– in	our own ways.



Three	pillars of	
CounterPlay:



Before I	get ahead of	myself:

Play	as	activity

An	activity we get
involved in,	usually
limited in	both time	
and	space

Play(fulness)	as	attitude

An	attitude,	a	way of	
being,	of	approaching
the	world,	a	”life
practice”



I	think playful
people are better
equipped to	live	in	
this complex,	weird
and	chaotic world



For	play to	thrive,	it	needs a	
community of	people playing
together



“But	we are a	play community,	and	playing
the	way we do,	for	fun,	for	everyone’s fun,	
in	public	– our fun little community
becomes something else – Bernie	DeKoven.	



My	work is	all	about
the	play community



The	play community is	
a	space of	possibility



”As	the	world becomes an	ever lonelier	
place,	it	is	sustaining relationships,	in	
whatever form	they take,	which must	
become ever more	important.	An	act	of	
defiance,	even”	– Lynne	Segal



How?



It’s a	lot like love

Meaning:	it’s
complicated,	it	takes
effort,	there’s no
guarantees - but	we
can’t live	without it.



Dare to	be guided by	play

http://www.counterplay.org/counterplay-manifesto/



Lead by	
example.	



Play	is	
diverse



Play	is	
uncertain



Play	is	
sincere
…so	you have	
to	be too.



Play	is	
generous



Trust	the	play community
Then they will perform	magic.



The	future	of	
the	play
community
…is	unknown,	but	we
can shape it	together.



Steps	we can all	take:

Create spaces for	play to	thrive – in	our cities and	
our minds
Start	small	– let	play grow organically
Be	courageous - dare to	experiment,	embrace
uncertainty
Trust	the	play community



THANK	YOU!



Get in	touch
Mathias	Poulsen
mathias@counterplay.org
@mathiaspoulsen
www.counterplay.org


